
Students at Crenshaw Senior High Flying High 
 

Crenshaw High School (CHS) is located one block 
east of Crenshaw Boulevard, bounded on the North by 
50th Street, on the South by 52nd Street, the east by 8th 
Avenue and on the West by 11th Avenue.  This is just 
a stone’s throw away from the intersection of Slauson 
Avenue and Crenshaw Boulevard, ground zero for the 
Rolling 60’s Crips gang.  One could say the school is 
“sandwiched” between the 60’s on the South, the 40’s 
Crips gang on the North, the Van Ness gang (VNG’s) 
to the East, and the Jungle’s Bloods to the West. The 
community is faced with many challenges dealing 
with crime, poverty and sub-standard education. Our 
student population represents the diversity of that 
community and the problems it faces. However, on February 23rd 2008 with the assistance of the Bessie 
Coleman Foundation, Inc, the air on campus was filled with excitement. 
 

The weather pundits had promised rain. Nonetheless, the 
campus of Crenshaw High school was buzzing with 
activity. The day February 23rd had significant meaning 
for the students. That day was Math Engineering Science 
Achievement regional preliminary competition. This is the 
day that six regional schools show off their design and 
constructed engineering projects and the judging of these 
projects would determine who goes on to Regional. One 
such project was the glider competition. Remember, the 
weather prediction was for rain, but it was a good day for 
flying. 

 
In the midst of all this excitement onto the campus walked BCF 
members/supporters Earnie Growe, Sherly Urbe   and Captain 
Fred Pitcher of the Bessie Coleman Foundation.  They were 
neatly dressed in their flying regalia. True to their profession they 
were on time. During the luncheon period the principal, Ms 
Sanders introduced Ms Growe to give the keynote address for the 
opening of the Bessie Coleman Aerospace Laboratory. She 
informed the group of students of the accomplishments of Queen 
Bess. Accomplishments she made in spite of being born shortly 
after the Emancipation Proclamation. 
 

After the luncheon everyone was invited to the Aerospace 
Lab for the actual ribbon cutting. The lab has twelve IBM 
computers equipped with flight simulators yokes and 
pedals. Captain Fred shared information of the 
possibilities of the humble endeavor. He further stated 
that this could be the beginning of a chapter of the Civil 
Air Patrol an organization the he is intimately affiliated 
with and he would be happy to lend his expertise and 
training to assist such a noble effort. 
 
The school is currently shifting to Smaller Learning 
Communities (SLC), and the Aerospace program is a part 
of the Pre-Engineering Program within the Science 

Technology Engineering and Mathematics SLC. As the program expands, the school would like to open 
the Aerospace Laboratory to the wider community by offering a Saturday program to students in the 
middle schools and eventually the elementary schools. 
 
This was truly a great way to close National Engineering Week and place an exclamation mark on Black 
History month 2008. Yes, February 23rd 2008 was a good day for flying! For more information on this 
great program contact Urban Reyes - ureyes@lausd.net  


